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The proposed legislation may result in a decrease in state general fund expenditures since offenders would serve less of their
imposed sentence if they become eligible and are released on parole supervision.  The exact fiscal impact of this bill is
indeterminable since it is not known how many defendants will be incarcerated for 1st and 2nd convictions and how long
each offender’s imposed sentence will be.  However, for each day an offender is under parole supervision and not housed in a
state or local facility, the state will recognize a savings of $21.86 ($24.39 per day - $2.53 parole supervision per day) per
day in a local facility and $53.25 ($55.78 per day - $2.53 parole supervision per day) per day in a state facility.  The savings
recognized by the state for each year an offender is not housed in a local facility is $7,979 ($21.86 per day savings x 365
days) and $19,436 ($53.25 per day savings x 365 days) in a state facility.  Currently, the Department of Corrections houses
50% of state offenders at the local level and 50% at the state level.

According to the Department of Corrections, in 2010 there were a total of 8,330 offenders admitted to DOC custody for 1st
and 2nd convictions for crimes committed, except those involving violence, sex offenses, or offenders that are habitual
offenders.  For 1st convictions, 4,243 offenders were admitted with an average imposed sentence of 3.55 years and there
were 4,087 offenders admitted for 2nd convictions with an average imposed sentence of 4.34 years.

In FY 10, the Parole Board conducted 2,278 parole hearings and granted 634 paroles, a parole granting rate of 28%.  To the
extent 28% of offenders admitted for each conviction are granted parole, 1,188 (4,243 1st conviction offenders x 28% parole
granting) 1st conviction offenders would serve 25% of the imposed sentence and 1,144 (4,087 2nd conviction offenders x
28% parole granting) 2nd conviction offenders would serve 33.3% of the imposed sentence.

Present law provides that an offender, otherwise eligible for parole, convicted of a first felony offense shall be eligible for 
parole upon serving one-third of the imposed sentence.  Upon conviction of a second felony offense, the offender shall be
eligible for parole upon serving one-half of the sentence imposed.  A person convicted of a third or subsequent offense is not
eligible for parole.

Proposed legislation amends present law so that notwithstanding the provisions of present law, an offender, otherwise
eligible for parole, convicted of a first felony offense shall be eligible for parole upon serving 25% of the sentence imposed.
Upon a second felony conviction, the offender shall be eligible for parole upon serving 33.3% of the sentence imposed. A
person convicted of a third or subsequent felony offense shall not be eligible for parole.

The proposed legislation may result in an increase in self-generated revenue.  Each offender that is released on parole would
be required to pay the monthly parole fee of $53, or $636 per year.  Currently, Probation and Parole collects 50% of parole
fees.
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